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General o 

lo The only barracks installation in Sorau (0 52/B 16) is about 1 km east of the 
town* on the south side of the highway to Sagan (0 52/B 26) 5 and adjoins a 
slaughterhouse on the we3t* The installations which consists of an eastern and 
a western section* was constructed before World War II, and wa© not damaged 
, It vi a a occupied by about 2*000 Polish tropps prior to January 1951* 


Units in the Jo stem Barracks Section 0 

2 0 An SP artillery and armored reconnaissance unit of 1?.00 to 500 men was transferred 
to Sorau in early November 1950 and assigned to billets formerly occupied by 
a transport unit* According to members of the unit they came from Sagan* The 
troops were on active duty and apparently did not include recruits inducted in 
the fall of 1950 o The unit* whose T/0 was not determined, was equipped with 
30 to L0 armored reconnaissance cars of the same type and about 35 SP guns, 
also of the same typc D From 10 to 15 of these vehicles were stored in the open 
at all times* covered with tarpaulins 0 The armored reconnaissance cars had 
six wheels with pneumatic tiros.? with the two rear axles installed close: 
together! a c off in- shaped armored body with sloping wallsj no turret^ a door 
opening to the rearj and a gun of about ?5 ram without nusale brake which project*-* 
ed about ij meters beyond the front of the vehicle* The SP guns had large 
bogie wheels, no track-supporting rollers* and a wedge-shaped nose with a 
central hatch cover which opened upward* They mounted a gun of 120 to 130 m 
with a nuiszlti brake itfiich projected from a mantlet in the center or the 
vehicle o The SP guns were equipped with an antenna, but mounted no AA machine 
gun 0 The SP guns, which had three-digit numbers, wore occasionally observed 
in action in the area north of the barracks installation, but never longer than 
half a day* (1) From November 1950 to January 1951, neither training in firing 
nor combined-arms exercises were observed* No reconnaissance cars were seen out* 
side the barracks installation during this period of tiros the troops were 
occupied mainly with technical and fatigue duties* Prior to November 1950* 
the billets of the SP artillery and armored reconnaissance unit were occupied 
by a horse-drawn transport uni t of about 200 men, Thich was transferred in 
October 1950, allegedly to Sagan* The transport unit was equipped with about 
60 wooden vehicles, each drawn by a team of two horses* The troops, \ 7 ho wore 
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vlsor-type service caps with a red band, were generally older than the 
average personnel of other units, and included reservists* In logn 
transport unit did net go to a troop training Ground as other units' dido 

eJuiSd^th^^ f e . ba J rocks installation in 1 Vh% The unit was. 

lettef two Sisk v.heie C ^u°^ 0rlZ0 ?. CU *? > -" ith b °x-ti»il carriages (Kastenla- 
4 - 1 .* it! * o atsK vieel^ n~th pneur.atxc tires not covered bv the shield short 
thick barrels rith nuzzle brakes orojecting olirhtly br-"onc! <■>,& mmr * 

The gun was about 1*2 voters hirh*. The crew ?or°eSh run incl^elTchiel S ' 

ter rain J n nrth L nf r t\ 3 r w SbC , CUnnGrs * Trairli "C Generally took place an the 
terrain north of the barracks installation. Units equipped v/ith ci-ht runs 

were occasionally observed carchirg out of the installation for field practice 
Ho gunfire was heard m. the Scrau area * In 1900, the unit moved by trai n to a 
troop ^raining grounds near Poznan (P 53/X 26) for several weeks/(2) 

The motor vehicle drivers of the units located in the western sec+ion or +>.„ 

vehicle" '"'Z blUetod in joining buildings. The motor 

yehcleo, whose total number was not determined, included three-axle Studebakor 

oTtS tmto SOrvil * both rnvSr Lfthe , onf " 

LuteLd +h 7 T' + ' ? nd ® S $® rsonnel car riers 0 The latter trucks were lew, 
equipped with two benches seating six to eight men each, and had unusu all y 

wide radiators. In general, all vehicles wore in good mechanical condition 

£l P ^ U T ' r T iV f d tralnlnc in truck drivin C during the « of $§£ 

Some otudebaker trucks were used to haul supplies,, The drivers of these 

e.ucles wore doing maintenance work in the garages most of the time, (3) 

The headquarters of both the armored unit and the artillery unit were located 
££ the^barraoks 


t>he Eastern Barracks Section „ 
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An artiilory unit of undetermined strength was located in two build} n rs aq 
eurli as 1&9. The unit was equipped with 20 guns whteh were towed b^tude- 
baker trucks carrying eight gunners each. The 'guns had splIltrS carries 
d J; ac v;ith rubber tires, and rectangul.ar shields with lateral -inrs 

slightly bent backwards. The guns were about 120 rm with the barrels orolectinr 
. beyond the shield not less than 2 meters. The unit, which wasonly occasional! 
ly seen moving out with the guns, went to a troop training ground 
Poznan m the summer of 195o„ (it) - * ^ greuna n~ai 

A motorized infantry unit moiled into three buildings in 1 $1 i 9 The tmm? 
equipped with submachine guns with bote drum and clip'nagazinej rfges? 
and some machine guns mounted on two assail wheels each. Training was held 
mostly in tee terrain north of the barracks installation.. The teooos were 
occasionally observed leaving the installation by truck for field oracte ee 
Ho joint exercises with other arms were observed. This unit also went to the 
troop, training ground In the summer of 1950, 

tes+arteM 3 ° f the . * ocated in the eastern section of the barracks 
‘ billeted in two adjoining buildings. They had three-axle 
. >tude oaker trucks exclusively which served as crime covers c or the run 1 ' of the 

part of ih * m l .TcSb2° 

T 1 or the motorized infantry unit. All vehicles were well maintained 

A driving school was held in tee summer of 1950, nainta-ned. 
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9 ° ?>! baf| dquarters of both the artillery and the aotoriaed infantrv unit noted 
into wo bailer in 1 9U9* No general tog evc>r observed* (5) 


Uniforms » 

10, On duty, the troops of the altered units wore blue belted cover-alls without 
insignia. -»hile driving, the crows wore dark-blue crash helmets. The dress 
uniform tas race of blue fabric and included a high-collared blouse with blue 
epaulets showing rank insignia; long trousers; buckled puttees; red collar 
patenes, wooded and pointed downward, which wore allegedly not worn by E\k 
_ ana a ‘ )1 ^ e f j; 0 ^’ ca ? the Polish eagle onblen or bluo visor-type cans * J 
oanas of tXio same color « Officers wore siltrar—borderfid cars 0 


11, Prior to the fall of 1950, the 


artillery and the notorized infantry 


" / ~ ouw no -ox' iiuanuri 

anit were the usual brovm Polish Ar ry uniform v/ith a rod cap band* Niue 

um.orr.c of a now issue with the old red cap bands were subsequently distributed 
, f ~7 t,roo A s « troev cj, drivers, and nunnors were observed v;ea Y, inr blue 
in C Ster! t (6) paUl ° tS ^ r&nkoT ° 01117 i; ~™try:-en wore long blue’ overcoats 


^Igcgllan gottgi * 

12 o In the fall of 1950, an unknown number of troops from the barracks installation 
were discharged. After a festive farewell ceremony they were escorted to the 
railroac station jy the band. Shortly afterward, new recruits wearing civilian 
reported „ or active duty, 0 n Sundays, many soldiers attended Catholic 
ue: vices regularly , Religious activity was apparently hot restricted, 

1 ^' > t '° Ja ^ uar y 1P51, neither a Polish division headquarters nor Soviet 

officers and were observed in Scran* (7) 

25X1 A 

Comments , a 

(1) ! odarn six-wheel arncred reconnaissance cars are unknown in the Soviet and in 
-he iormer German Army* The coffin shape indicates either the Soviet four- 
v, heeled J&-62; car or the German four-wheel lirht, or t*e o<^t~v/heei hear- 
armored reconnaissance car, all of which are not equipped vdth a pun as 4£w 

“• "2° r °7 rto ^ sp C«ns arc believed to have been Soviet S0-?6s, 
,o\ W description does not precisely fit ary of the known types, 

infantry g5 probabl7 v;arG infantry guns, possibly 76 -mn model 1&3 

(3) The drivers are believed to have ^longed to the artillery, SP artillery, and 
armored reconnaisrance units, 25X1 A J ’ 

(^) The unit was possibly equipped with Soviet 122-rra model 1938 field howitzers, 

5 re ? or * state d tha^^nfantiy regiment was located in the barrawks 

installation in Sorau. , Howevor, the present 

xeport tnoica -es that the unit was below regimental strength. It Is believed 
, es that several independent units were located in the installation, 

(6) It is inferred from. the change of uniform of the artillery and the motorised 
infantry unit that the uni ts wore integrated into a motorized infantry or tank 
tro uniform iOU ^ 15 ^ 0 * whereupon tho wits v/ere assigned the blue tank 

:!q 11 th l f Ui T has beftn carried in Sorau since 191*8. However, the division 
headquarters is not confirmed by the present report, 

1 Annex s One sketch on' ditto. -a 
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